[Cancer of the colon: clinical and morphological aspects of local cryosurgery (author's transl)].
Using strict indications, local cryosurgery was performed in 86 patients with cancer of the colon. Survival time was longer both for patients with advanced tumour growth and distant metastases and those with potentially curable tumour but in too poor a general condition for operation. Other advantages of cryosurgery are the low complication and mortality rates, the possibility of out-patient treatment without anaesthesia, and thus a general reduction in cost. Indications for colostomy as final palliation can therefore be more narrowly defined than previously customary.